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TITLE MARZIA ZAMBON

LETTER FROM THE CEO
Dear friends, colleagues, and partners,
Looking back on 2025, what stays with me most is the increasing 
cooperation and shared purpose within the Europa Donna com-
munity across 47 countries, thanks to the dedication of our Exec-
utive Board, our National Representatives and Delegates and of 
course all ED advocates.  Thank you for your commitment!  

Our driving mission is to ensure that all Europeans have ac-
cess to reliable information and prevention programmes and to 
best-quality breast cancer screening, treatment, care and sup-
port.  While the challenges facing healthcare systems across Eu-
rope continue to evolve, so does the strength of our network.  This 
past year reminded me once again that progress is possible when 
knowledge, collaboration and advocacy come together.

One of the defining moments of 2025 was undoubtedly our 
Breast Health Day event at the European Parliament on 15 Octo-
ber.  Since launching Breast Health Day in 2008, Europa Donna 
has worked tirelessly to promote prevention and early detection 
of breast cancer, and this year we brought that message directly 
to the centre of European policymaking.

The event brought together Members of the European Parlia-
ment (including President Roberta Metsola), current European 
Commission representatives and two past Health Commission-
ers, health economists, clinicians and advocates to address one 
urgent reality: despite the availability of screening programmes 
across Europe, participation rates remain very diverse among 
and within regions, and far too low in many countries.  At a time 
when early detection can save lives and significantly improve out-
comes, this is something we cannot accept as inevitable.

We were proud to call for the formal recognition of 15 October 
as a European Breast Health Day: a step that would strengthen 
awareness efforts across Member States, a tool to help advocacy 
groups work to increase participation in screening programmes 
and the creation of a unified European moment dedicated to 
promoting prevention and early detection. The support and en-
gagement we received from policymakers and stakeholders was 
encouraging and showed that our collective voice is being heard.  
We will continue addressing this point with policymakers through-
out 2026.

Another highlight of the year was our 17th Pan-European Con-
ference in Paphos, Cyprus, held under the theme “Building Bonds 
and Shaping Networks for Tomorrow.”  Bringing together more 
than 200 participants from 36 countries, the conference reflect-
ed the energy, diversity and expertise of the Europa Donna net-
work.

Over two days, advocates, top-notch policymakers, clinicians and 
scientists engaged in meaningful discussions on some of the most 
pressing issues in breast cancer today: inequalities in access to 
care, the progress in precision medicine, innovative research and 
treatment in the metastatic setting, supporting women and men 
in their new normal after a breast cancer diagnosis, the role arti-
ficial intelligence will play in all aspects of breast cancer research 
and care, and the future sustainability of healthcare systems.  

What made the conference especially meaningful was not only 
the scientific and policy exchange, but also the human connec-
tion behind it.  Every conference strengthens relationships within 
our network, inspires new collaborations, and reminds us that no 

advocate works alone.  The enthusiasm, solidarity and shared de-
termination present in Paphos gave all of us renewed motivation 
for the work ahead.

This year also marked the launch of EmpowerED, Europa Donna’s 
new digital education platform, an initiative we are particular-
ly proud of.  EmpowerED was created to ensure that advocates 
across all our member countries can access our educational re-
sources, training materials and conference content regardless of 
geography or financial barriers.

For many years, our in-person courses and meetings have played 
a central role in strengthening advocacy across Europe.  At the 
same time, we recognised the need to make this knowledge more 
accessible and more sustainable for the future.  EmpowerED rep-
resents an important evolution in how we support our community: 
providing continuous, evidence-based learning opportunities in a 
flexible and inclusive way.

The platform already hosts a growing library of educational con-
tent covering prevention, screening, treatment, metastatic breast 
cancer, research, policy and advocacy.  We are committed to 
continuing its expansion and aim to increase multilingual access 
so that language does not become a barrier to education.  Em-
powerED is more than a digital platform; it is an investment in the 
future generation of advocates and in the long-term strength of 
our network.

Throughout 2025, Europa Donna also remained actively engaged 
in breast cancer research and in the working group set up by the 
Joint Research Centre of the European Commission to update 
breast cancer guidelines and the European quality assurance 
scheme, ensuring that the patient’s perspective and needs are 
properly represented where decisions are made.  Our participa-
tion in research projects, scientific committees, working groups 
and policy discussions reflects both the credibility of our organi-
sation and the importance of patient advocacy within the broader 
European cancer community.

As I said in my opening statement, none of these achievements 
would have been possible without the people behind them. I also 
extend my gratitude to the medical and scientific community for 
their ongoing collaboration, and to our partners and sponsors for 
supporting our mission while respecting the independence of our 
voice.

Looking forward, I do so with optimism and confidence.  Europa 
Donna continues to grow not only as an organisation but also as 
a community built on knowledge, compassion and action. There is 
still much work ahead, but together we have shown that we can 
create meaningful change, and I believe the year ahead will bring 
even more opportunities to strengthen our impact across Europe.

Marzia Zambon
CEO, Executive Director

With warm regards,
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OVERVIEW

Our Mission 

EUROPA DONNA – The European Breast Cancer Coalition 
is an independent, non-profit organisation representing 
affiliated groups from across Europe. Europa Donna works 
to raise public awareness of breast cancer and to mobilise 
women in Europe to advocate for:

•	 improved breast cancer education

•	 appropriate screening

•	 optimal treatment and care

•	 increased funding for research

Europa Donna currently represents 47 member countries, 27 
of which are EU Member States. Through our education and 
information programmes, ED ensures that advocates receive 
up-to-date, accurate and evidence-based information and 
training.

What We Do

Europa Donna is dedicated to ensuring that everyone 
affected by breast cancer in Europe can benefit from accurate 
information, high-quality care, equitable access to services, 
and meaningful involvement in decisions that shape breast 
cancer policy, research and practice.

Our work is built around four connected pillars: education, 
advocacy, information and research. Together, these enable 
our network of advocates, survivors and national coalitions to 
speak with a strong, informed and united voice across Europe.

EDUCATION

Education is at the heart of Europa Donna’s mission. We 
provide advocates with up-to-date, accurate and evidence-
based information so they can represent the needs of people 
affected by breast cancer with confidence, credibility and 
impact.

Our educational and training programmes include:
Europa Donna Pan-European ConferenceHeld every two 
years, this is the only conference dedicated primarily to breast 
cancer advocates and survivors. It brings together advocates 
from across Europe for presentations by leading scientists and 
experts on topics of current interest, alongside workshops, 
networking and opportunities to exchange experiences and 
best practices.

Europa Donna Advocacy Training Course
Organised every year, this comprehensive course introduces 
new advocates to the essential foundations of breast 
cancer advocacy. The programme covers basic science and 
epidemiology, diagnosis and treatment, screening, specialist 
breast units, advocacy techniques and communication skills 
training.

European Breast Cancer Conference (EBCC)
Held every two years and co-organised by Europa Donna, 
EUSOMA and EORTC as equal partners and organisers, EBCC 
is a unique multidisciplinary forum for patient advocates, 
physicians, scientists and researchers. It provides an important 
space for dialogue across disciplines and ensures that the 
patient’s perspective remains part of the scientific and clinical 
conversation.

Metastatic Breast Cancer Advocacy Online Conference
This annual conference provides focused training on 
metastatic breast cancer (MBC) science and research, 
advocacy techniques, successful strategies and best practices 
to improve services and support for people living with the 
disease. It also creates space for advocates to exchange ideas, 
build networks and address key issues in MBC care.

Europa Donna Advocacy Leader Conference
Held every two years, this conference supports Europa Donna 
country leaders with training in organisational management, 
capacity building and fundraising. It also addresses topics of 
current concern, including the need to increase health literacy, 
updates on the latest breast cancer research, European 
health initiatives such as the European Commission Initiative 
on Breast Cancer (ECIBC), the implementation of Europe’s 
Beating Cancer Plan (EBCP), understanding the role of patient 
representatives in Health Technology Assessment (HTA) 
processes and other emerging policy and advocacy priorities.

Forum Roundtables
Europa Donna organises at least four Forum Roundtables 
each year. These sessions offer training, education and best-
practice presentations on a wide range of advocacy topics, 
followed by meaningful discussion among participants.

ADVOCACY

Europa Donna advocates for European policies that support 
best practice in breast cancer services. We promote legislation 
and guidelines with EU and international policymakers and work 
to ensure that high-quality breast cancer care is recognised as a 
priority across Europe.

At the European level, Europa Donna campaigns with the 
Parliament and the Commission, while encouraging similar 
advocacy at the national level through its member countries. 
The Coalition is also a key stakeholder in the ECIBC and actively 
advocates for the implementation of the EBCP.
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OVERVIEW

Through this work, Europa Donna helps translate the needs 
and experiences of people affected by breast cancer into 
policy action, supporting better standards, stronger systems 
and more equitable access to care.

INFORMATION

Reliable information empowers advocates and communities. 
Europa Donna works to ensure that advocates have access to 
timely, clear, independent and evidence-based resources on 
breast cancer developments, policy, research and care.

We publish monthly newsletters, annual reports, survey 
reports and booklets on special areas of interest, including 
clinical trials and research, personalised medicine and other 
key topics. We also share videos and educational materials 
through EmpowerED – the Breast Cancer Academy for 
Advocates, our modular digital education platform designed 
to encourage knowledge exchange and best-practice sharing 
across Europe.

In addition, Europa Donna maintains active social media 
networks to disseminate updates and information about 
breast cancer, reaching advocates, supporters and wider 
audiences across the continent.

Each year on 15 October, Europa Donna runs Breast Health 
Day (BHD), a national and international breast cancer 
prevention campaign. Backed by research demonstrating the 
benefits of healthy lifestyles, the campaign encourages people 
across Europe to take action to support their breast health.

RESEARCH

Europa Donna promotes the advancement of breast cancer 
research and works to ensure that all women and men fully 
understand proposed treatment options, including the 
possibility of taking part in clinical trials.

The Coalition actively collaborates on international research 
projects and clinical trials, contributing the patient’s 
perspective through participation in steering committees, 
scientific committees, ethics committees and data monitoring 
committees. Europa Donna is also engaged in many Breast 
International Group (BIG)-run clinical trials and Horizon-

funded research initiatives focused on breast cancer. 
In particular, Europa Donna leads Work Package 6, the 
Patient’s Perspective, in the DEFINITIVE Trial and is a Task 
leader for multiple tasks on Work Package 4 in the Path-for-
young project, helping ensure that patient needs, priorities 
and experiences are reflected within the research process 
and endpoints.

The Takeaway

Across all areas of our work, Europa Donna connects 
knowledge with action. By educating advocates, influencing 
policy, sharing trusted information and contributing to 
research, we help build a Europe where everyone affected 
by breast cancer can expect informed support, high-quality 
care and a voice in the decisions that matter.
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TITLEGOVERNANCE
Europa Donna is guided by its executive board and supported  
by a dedicated head office team.

EXECUTIVE BOARD 2025
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CEO/Executive Director
Marzia Zambon

Digital Communication  
& Fundraising Officer
Laureline Bertrand

Events & Administration Officer
Giulia Pareschi

Senior Development Officer 
Paige Robinson

Executive Business Administrator
Mayumi Ruggieri

Research & Liaison Officer
Teresa Saracino

Executive Director Emeritus/
Senior Policy Advisor

Susan Knox

VICE PRESIDENT
Fiorita 

Poulakaki
Cyprus

Violet Aroyo
Türkiye

Dominika Kormanova 
Slovakia

Ximena Montano
UK

Rowena Enriquez
Malta

Ingrid Krücken 
Luxembourg

Antonella Moreo 
Italy

MEMBERS

TREASURER
Cristina 

Guerreo Paez
The Netherlands
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Breast Health Day at the European Parliament

In 2008, Europa Donna launched Breast Health Day on 15 
October as a yearly campaign to promote prevention and 
healthy lifestyles.

To celebrate BHD on 15 October 2025, Europa Donna held an 
event at the European Parliament in Brussels to encourage 
MEPs to back their call to declare this date European Breast 
Health Day. Hosted by Romana Jerković, MEP and Vice-Chair 
of the European Parliament Committee on Public Health 
(SANT), and Nikos Papandreou, MEP, the event highlighted 
that despite progress in implementing population-based 
mammography screening programmes across the EU, about 
50% of women targeted do not participate in screening. 
Vast disparities and inequalities remain between and within 
countries.

“We believe that establishing the 15th of October as European 
Breast Health Day would create a unifying symbolic occasion 
to raise awareness of evidence-based prevention and early 
detection, to encourage informed participation in organised 
screening programmes in line with EU recommendations, and 
mobilise civil society, health professionals, and policymakers 
in support of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan,” Europa Donna 
President Stella Mastora told the 50 people present at the 
event. 

The President of the European Parliament, Roberta 
Metsola, also took the floor and echoed the need for 
prevention and how participation in screening can make 
a difference. She said there is evidence that prevention 
is good health policy and its cost-effectiveness makes it 
a smart economic policy. She called for continued and 
increased funding for cancer research and treatment in 
the next EU budget, as well as ensuring that the funding 
from Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan is being felt on the 
ground. As stipulated in the Plan, she emphasised that 
women need to have equal access to screening wherever 
they may live. “No one should be left behind simply 
because of where that woman was born, or what she 
can afford. That’s not the Europe that we work for or the 
Europe that we believe in. We need to take this message 
further, outside this room,” she said. “That will also lead to 
policy changes and progress that we can be truly proud 
of.”

The main champion of EBCP, past European Commissioner 
for Health and Food Safety – and a past president of Europa 
Donna – Stella Kyriakides, addressed the room, emphasising 
that we can do better and we must do better. The Cancer 
Plan will only make a difference if it is implemented across 

the Member States, and beyond. It calls for 90% of eligible 
individuals in the EU to be invited for screening for breast, 
cervical, and colorectal cancers by the year 2025. She said 
screening programmes need to reach women because breast 
cancer survival rates are at 90% with early detection and can 
be as low as 30% when it is detected in later stages. Yet she 
said in some countries participation rates are below 40% for 
reasons such as impaired access, long distances, cultural or 
language barriers, or lack of trust.

Dirk van den Steen, Acting Head of Unit, State of Health, 
European Commission covered prevention and building 
resilient health systems. He said that healthier ageing could 
lead to reductions in health care spending and a need for 
fewer health care workers. Looking at preventable mortality, 
the best performing country is three times better than the 
worst performing country. He said that broader efforts such 
as tobacco control, reducing air pollution and population-
based screening are strategies to improve public health and 
healthy ageing. 

Thomas Hofmarcher, Health Economist, Swedish Institute 
for Health Economics, presented data that breast cancer 
screening is cost-effective and saves lives. Mammography 
detects tumours when they are in early stage 1 and almost 
eliminates those detected at stage 4, when they are more life-
threatening and costly to treat. He cited a systematic review 
of 32 studies in European countries showing that breast 
cancer screening led to gains in life expectancy and/or quality-
adjusted life expectancy at acceptable costs.

Caroline Berchet, Health Economist, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), showed 
data that 26 EU countries plus Iceland and Norway have 
population-based screening programmes, mainly targeting 
women aged 50-69 years. Yet data from OECD countries, 
including most EU countries, indicated that only half the 
target population had a mammogram in the last 2 years, with 
a five-fold variation between countries. In a study of 14 OECD 
countries, 50% of women were diagnosed at an early stage, 
and the best rates were in countries with long-standing 
screening programmes and high participation rates. 

Europa Donna CEO Marzia Zambon said that after more than 
two decades of advocating for quality-assured population-based 
screening and making significant achievements, it is time to see that 
prevention opportunities reach all women. Europa Donna launched 
Breast Health Day in 2008 to promote prevention, particularly 
healthy lifestyles as growing evidence clearly shows that they 
decrease the risk of breast cancer occurrence and recurrence and 
can prevent up to 40% of new breast cancer cases. After yearly 
campaigns that also focused on prevention through screening, 
Europa Donna now seeks support in taking this further so that 
women who do develop breast cancer have it detected early. 

Driving Change Through Advocacy and Collaboration
In 2025, Europa Donna strengthened its role as a leading voice in European breast cancer policy,  
advocating for prevention, early detection, and equitable access to care.
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POLICY & ADVOCACY
European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer

Europa Donna representatives continued to collaborate with 
the European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC) 
on the European Guidelines for breast cancer screening and 
diagnosis, which are regularly updated to reflect the latest 
evidence. The initiative aims to improve the quality and 
consistency of breast cancer care across Europe and has also 
served as a pilot model for the development of guidelines for 
colorectal and cervical cancers.

Europa Donna has been a stakeholder in the ECIBC initiative 
from the outset, actively contributing to the design, development 
and ongoing updating of the European Guidelines. As a 
member of the ECIBC breast cancer working group, Europa 
Donna CEO Marzia Zambon has worked alongside dedicated 
experts to support updates to the European Guidelines for 
breast cancer screening and early detection, as well as the 
launch of the Quality Assurance Scheme for Breast Cancer 
Services.

On 4 February, the ECIBC launched its Quality Assurance 
Scheme Manual for Breast Cancer Services, an important 
resource designed to support high-quality, standardised 
breast cancer screening and care across Europe.

European Commission HTA Stakeholder  
Network Activities

Europa Donna continued its engagement in the European 
Commission Health Technology Assessment Stakeholder 
Network, whose aim is to facilitate dialogue between 
stakeholder organisations, the European Commission and 
the Member State Coordination Group in order to roll out 
an effective and truly shared implementation of the EU HTA 
mission.  On 17 February, CEO Marzia Zambon took part in 
a webinar on Emerging Health Technologies, which provided 
updates on stakeholder input, data collection and the 2025 
pilot exercise. 

On 1 July, Marzia and Board Member Ximena Montano 
represented Europa Donna at the 5th meeting of the 
Stakeholder Network in Brussels, contributing the patient 
perspective to discussions on the implementation of joint 
clinical assessments across Europe.

On 2 July, Marzia attended the high-level conference “EU 
Health Technology Assessment: Advent of a New Era of 
Collaboration”, which explored digital health, real-world 
data, AI and capacity building in the evolving HTA system. 
On 24 October, Ximena represented Europa Donna at the 
6th meeting of the HTA Stakeholder Network in Brussels, 
where discussions focused on the implementation of the HTA 
Regulation, the 2026 work programme, and the assessment of 
medical devices and in vitro diagnostic devices. Europa Donna 
is proud to contribute to strengthening patient involvement in 
this important European process.

Cancer Inequalities Registry Webinar

On 26 June, Europa Donna CEO Marzia Zambon and Liaison 
Officer Teresa Ann Saracino took part in the EU Health Policy 
Platform (EUHPP) 10th Stakeholder Webinar on the Cancer 
Inequalities Registry. The discussion reviewed progress of 
the European Cancer Inequalities Registry and highlighted 
preparations for the 2026 analytical report, which will focus 
on delivering high-value cancer care. Europa Donna welcomed 
these efforts while noting that socioeconomic disadvantage 
remains one of the main drivers of cancer inequalities across 
Europe.

The Larnaka Call

Europa Donna President Stella Mastora participated in the 
launch of the Larnaka Call, an event that took place in Larnaka, 
Cyprus on 4 July, led by Andreas Vyras, Mayor of Larnaka, 
Giorgos Georgiou MEP, Michalis Hadjipantela MEP, and 
supported by two former European Commissioners for Health 
and Food Safety (and former ED President), Stella Kyriakides, 
and Vytenis Andriukaitis MEP.  The aim was to highlight 
the urgent need to re-energise decision-makers, clinicians, 
and patient representatives for further European action on 
cancer care. In her speech, Stella Mastora emphasised how 
the European Union’s cancer strategies and actions must not 
only include but also be shaped by the voices of patients by 
focusing on the needs of the patient; bringing about concrete 
actions and commitments from the EU Beating Cancer Plan; 
effectively facing the challenges of survivorship and Quality of 
Life after the diagnosis; reducing inequalities; and respecting 
today’s patient priorities. On 25 September, Stella addressed 
the Patient Advisory Committee of the European Cancer 
Organisation (ECO) to share her experience with the Larnaka 
Call. This Call, launched by Cypriot Members of the European 
Parliament, the Mayor of Larnaka, and ECO, pushes for 
stronger European cooperation on cancer. Its aim is to ensure 
that the progress achieved so far is protected, that funding 
for cancer initiatives remains a priority, and that Europe 
continues working together towards better prevention, care, 
and survival for all during the Cyprus Presidency.  

New Patient Advocacy Roles in 2025

Europa Donna was pleased to celebrate two important 
appointments in 2025. Board member Ingrid Krücken joined 
the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) Patient 
Advocates Working Group (PAWG), a global initiative dedicated 
to improving patient care in oncology. Board member Violet 
Aroyo joined the Patient Advisory Committee of the ECO, 
helping to ensure that the patient perspective remains central 
to European cancer policy and activities.
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EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS

Launch of EmpowerED

Europa Donna officially launched EmpowerED, Europa 
Donna’s new online learning platform, during our Pan-
European Conference in Paphos in November.

EmpowerED was created to make our conferences, courses, 
and roundtables more accessible to advocates across Europe. 
Many of our country members expressed the need for a shared 
digital space to access consistent, evidence-based training 
materials. EmpowerED meets this need — helping us grow 
together as a stronger, larger, and better-equipped network 
of patient advocates.

Our learning materials cover a wide range of key topics, 
including prevention and risk factors; screening and early 
detection; biology, treatment and therapy; personalised 
medicine; genetics and genomics; living after a breast cancer 
diagnosis; Metastatic Breast Cancer; research and clinical 
trials; and advocacy and policy.

Some presentations, like Breast Health Day and Pan-
European Conference sessions, are open to everyone; others 
are available only to Europa Donna members. All materials are 
currently available in English, with English subtitles provided.

We will continuously expand the platform with new roundtable 
sessions, conference materials, training recordings, and more.  

Click here to explore the platform.

Europa Donna Advocacy Training Course

From 28 to 30 March, Europa Donna hosted its 2025 Advocacy 
Training Course in Milan, bringing together 80 advocates and 
experts from 35 countries. 

Among the excellent lecturers were Bettina Borisch, Maria 
Joao Cardoso, Eva Negri, Ines Vaz Luis, and ED Board 
VP Fiorita Poulakaki, who covered topics ranging from 
epidemiology to biology to pathology, screening, surgery and 
treatment options, the importance of being involved in research 
and clinical trials, and evidence-based advocacy. During 
the weekend, both scientists and patient representatives 
repeatedly emphasised the importance of all stakeholders 
working together to achieve effective advocacy and improved 
services for people with breast cancer.

A particularly encouraging development this year was the 
strong participation of younger advocates, reflecting a new 
generation of leadership in breast cancer advocacy across 
Europe.

The Advocacy Training Course also welcomed a male breast 
cancer patient from Malta who is committed to becoming an 
advocate for men affected by the disease. His participation 
highlighted the continued lack of awareness and information 
on male breast cancer and the need for stronger support and 
visibility in this area.

All sessions of this Course are available on our EmpowerED 
Breast Cancer Advocacy Academy platform.

Europa Donna MBC Advocacy Webinar

On 23 May, Europa Donna hosted its 2025 MBC Advocacy 
Webinar, bringing together 51 advocates from 27 countries. 
The day opened with a comprehensive update on the latest 
research presented at major international conferences, 
delivered by Dr. Fatima Cardoso, who also traced the evolution 
of breast cancer care – from the discovery of DNA to the 
emergence of targeted therapies.

The webinar continued with a presentation of the Lancet 
Breast Cancer Commission, led by Dr. Cardoso and Past ED 
President Tanja Spanic, offering a vision for more equitable 
and effective care for people living with MBC.

In the afternoon, Bettina Mølri Knudsen, PhD student at 
the Centre for Shared Decision Making in Denmark, as well 
as Project Manager of the EU-funded 4D PICTURE project, 
facilitated a compelling session on shared decision-making, 
encouraging participants to reflect on how patients and 
clinicians can collaborate more effectively. Through hands-on 
workshops and roleplay sessions, participants then explored 
real-life scenarios, highlighting the importance of clear 
communication, mutual respect, and patient empowerment. 
As Bettina reminded the group: “Doctors must be educated, 
and patients empowered.” All sessions of this conference 
are available on our EmpowerED Breast Cancer Advocacy 
Academy platform.

ED Online Roundtables

Throughout 2025, a series of Educational Roundtables were 
organised with our 47 member countries, featuring expert 
guests conducting training sessions and interactive best-
practice exchanges.

On 4 June, Europa Donna held its first online roundtable of 
the year on Hereditary Breast Cancer, led by Donjeta Zeqa, 
President of Europa Donna Albania. Around 30 participants 
joined the discussion, which explored BRCA1 and BRCA2 
mutations, cascade testing within families and the emotional 
impact of genetic diagnoses. 

Empowering the Advocacy Community
Education remains a cornerstone of Europa Donna’s mission. In 2025, initiatives focused on strengthening 
knowledge, skills, and collaboration across the network.

https://empowered.europadonna.org/home
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The session also highlighted inflammatory breast cancer, a 
rare and aggressive subtype that remains under-recognised.

Europa Donna held its second roundtable on 17 July on 
Patient Involvement in Breast Cancer Research, bringing 
together advocates from 18 countries. Guest speaker Cristina 
Guerrero Paez, Board Member of Europa Donna and Director 
of Borstkankervereniging Nederland, shared the Dutch model 
of structured patient involvement in research. The discussion 
showed how patients can make valuable contributions from 
study design to interpretation of results, helping improve 
relevance, ethics and transparency in research.

Europa Donna hosted another roundtable on 10 November 
with Professor Carlos Caldas on Biomarkers, a Game 
Changer for Breast Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment. He 
discussed advances in Precision Medicine 2.0 and the growing 
role of biomarkers in predicting treatment response, reducing 
overtreatment and guiding more personalised care. The 
session offered important insight into how biomarkers are 
reshaping the future of breast cancer treatment.

Finally, on 10 December, Europa Donna hosted a roundtable 
with experts from the European Commission Joint Research 
Centre (JRC) on the ECIBC and its newly launched Manual for 
the Quality Assurance of Breast Cancer Services. The speakers 
presented the updated breast cancer guidelines and the 
voluntary certification framework for breast cancer services 
and encouraged advocates to support implementation at 
the national level. The session underlined the importance of 
patient voices in promoting safe, transparent and person-
centred care. All Roundtable presentations are available on 
our EmpowerED Breast Cancer Advocacy Academy platform.

17th Pan-European Conference

The 17th Europa Donna Pan-European Conference brought 
together over 200 participants from 36 countries for 
interactive, strategy-sharing sessions under the theme 
“Building Bonds and Shaping Networks for Tomorrow.” 
High-level policymakers—including Cyprus Minister for 
Health Michael Damianos, European Commission DG SANTE 
Director-General Sandra Gallina, former Commissioner for 
Health and Food Safety and past Europa Donna President 
Stella Kyriakides, and MEP and SANT Vice-Chair Romana 
Jerković—joined leading scientists, clinicians, and Europa 
Donna advocates in Paphos, Cyprus (22–23 November 
2025). The biennial conference featured workshops focused 
on collaboration and access to care.

Europa Donna President Stella Mastora opened the 
conference, highlighting the importance of cross-sector 
collaboration. Minister Damianos outlined Cyprus’ progress in 
screening and expressed hope that the conference outcomes 
would save lives.  Keynote speaker Stella Kyriakides stressed 
that breast cancer is both a medical and political issue, urging 
continued advocacy for Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and 
equitable access to care.  The Director for Health and Food 
Safety at the European Commission, Sandra Gallina, then 

addressed the issue of disparities across Europe in accessing 
medicines and explained the ongoing EU pharmaceutical 
reform.

A cutting-edge panel discussion on cost-effectiveness and 
equality featured Sandra Gallina, Stella Kyriakides, Matti 
Aapro, Board member of UICC and President of SPCC, and 
health economist Chris McCabe of Queen’s University Belfast 
was facilitated by Marzia Zambon. Dr McCabe also warned of 
rising drug prices and called for EU-wide collaboration and 
joint procurement.

The science track of the conference was divided into four 
“Burning Topics” that ran in simultaneous interactive 
workshops. The Breakthroughs in Breast Cancer Treatment 
session explored the wide range of gynaecological issues with 
breast cancer, from menopausal symptoms, bone health, 
fertility preservation, sexual dysfunction, and pregnancy as 
well as the latest treatments and data for the various breast 
cancer subtypes.    On Integrating Radiation and Surgical 
Excellence, the fine balance between the two disciplines was 
discussed; the trend is towards de-escalation across the 
board, from radiotherapy doses, breast-conserving surgery, 
and axillary dissection/lymph node removal. The Evolution 
of Biomarkers in Breast Cancer Diagnostics dealt with new 
molecular subtypes, tissue and blood-based biomarkers to 
define molecular subtypes of breast cancer and to ultimately 
guide therapy. Exploring New Horizons in Treatment and 
Care for Metastatic Breast Cancer (MBC) covered new 
developments in therapies for MBC subtypes, in molecular 
diagnostics, and increased understanding of how breast 
cancer cells function in these main MBC subtypes.

Advocacy sessions included Isabel Mestres of City Cancer 
Challenge supported by testimonial from Europa Donna 
Georgia, highlighting local implementation strategies to foster 
transformation of cancer care from the ground up at a truly 
local, city level.  A panel reinforced the importance of multi-
stakeholder collaboration.

Europa Donna’s Marzia Zambon and Teresa Saracino 
presented findings from the ED Fora Mapping Exercise, and 
a workshop led by Kathy Redmond focused on practical 
advocacy strategies, including awareness campaigns, patient 
support, and metastatic breast cancer care.

On the second day, Marzia Zambon highlighted Europa 
Donna’s advocacy for establishing a European Breast Health 
Day, supported by MEP Romana Jerković.

Dr. Stephanie Christodoulidou from ED Cyprus engaged the 
participants with a compelling talk on emotional resilience when 
facing life following a breast cancer diagnosis. The conference 
concluded with presentations of “Amazing Projects” from 
ED Slovakia (pregnancy and breast cancer), ED Sweden 
(metastatic breast cancer and access inequalities), and ED 
Switzerland (Pink Cube Initiative promoting screening). All 
sessions of the 17th Pan-European Conference are available 
open source to all on our EmpowerED: The Breast Cancer 
Advocacy Academy platform.
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St. Gallen International Breast Cancer Conference

From 12 to 15 March, Europa Donna Board members Violet 
Aroyo, Ingrid Krücken and Fiorita Poulakaki, together 
with several national advocates, attended the St. Gallen 
International Breast Cancer Conference in Vienna. This major 
biennial meeting brings together global experts to define 
evidence-based recommendations for early breast cancer 
care. During a session on clinical trials, former Europa Donna 
President Tanja Spanic delivered a presentation stressing the 
importance of ensuring that patient priorities and quality-of-
life issues are reflected in treatment decision-making.

ECO Webinar on Ethnic Disparities in Healthcare

On 9 April, Board Member Cristina Guerrero Paez spoke 
at the European Cancer Organisation webinar “Combating 
Ethnic Disparities in Healthcare.” She addressed one of Europa 
Donna’s key priorities: ensuring equal access to screening, 
treatment and care for all. Cristina highlighted the importance 
of co-creating accessible health information with communities 
and called for coordinated action and sustained investment to 
reduce inequalities.

ESTRO 2025 and ESMO Breast 2025

At the European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology 
(ESTRO) 2025 and ESMO Breast 2025, Europa Donna ensured 
that the patient perspective remained central to discussions 
on breast cancer care. The Coalition was represented by 
President Stella Mastora, Board Members Ingrid Krücken 
and Cristina Guerrero Paez, and many national advocates. 
Former President Tanja Spanic and Donjeta Zeqa, President 
of Europa Donna Albania, both contributed to sessions on 
issues including fertility, quality of life, inflammatory breast 
cancer and shared decision-making.

WECAN Retreat and the first ECHoS  
Cancer Mission Fair (Warsaw)

On 19 May, Europa Donna CEO Marzia Zambon represented 
the Coalition at the WECAN (Workgroup of European Cancer 
Patient Advocacy Networks) Retreat in Warsaw. The retreat 
marked an important milestone, as WECAN has now become 
a legal foundation under Dutch law. It also coincided with 
the ECHoS-led EU Cancer Mission Fair, which launched the 
first National Cancer Mission Hub in Europe and highlighted 
the importance of patient involvement in future national and 
European cancer initiatives.

ECHoS is a European project supporting the implementation 
of Cancer Mission activities in all Member States and 
Associated Countries (MS/AC) through the establishment 
and development of National Cancer Mission Hubs (NCMHs). 
These NCMHs give European citizens and organisations in 
health, research, and beyond, a strong collective voice to bring 
about positive action.

European Patients’ Forum 

Europa Donna participated in the European Patients’ Forum 
Annual General Meeting on 24–25 May through Board 
Member Ximena Montano. This important gathering brought 
together patient organisations from across Europe to reflect 
on progress and continue advancing a more equitable, 
inclusive and patient-centred healthcare system. Europa 
Donna was proud to represent the voices of women affected 
by breast cancer in this forum.

10th Annual World Cancer Series Europe

On 10–11 June, Europa Donna took part in The Economist’s 
10th Annual World Cancer Series – Europe in Brussels. Board 
Member and President of Europa Donna Slovakia Dominika 
Kormanová, and Dr. Mirela Roman, President of Europa 
Donna Belgium, contributed important perspectives on 
inequalities in breast cancer care, access to treatment, mental 
health and the role of patients as active participants in care.

Cannes Lions Festival of Creativity

On 17–18 June, Europa Donna CEO Marzia Zambon took part in 
a panel at the Cannes Lions International Festival of Creativity 
entitled “Creativity as a Catalyst for Change in Women’s 
Health.” Marzia presented Europa Donna’s Cancer Currency 
Campaign, which highlights the lives and value of women living 
with metastatic breast cancer through specially designed 
banknotes. The event provided a valuable opportunity to raise 
awareness among leaders in communication and marketing.

WECAN Academy and EUPATI HTA Workshop

From 25 to 28 June, five Europa Donna representatives took 
part in the WECAN Academy in Rome, an intensive training 
programme for cancer patient advocates. Participants explored 
patient-reported outcomes, evidence-based advocacy, EU 
cancer policy and AI in healthcare. A further highlight was the 
collaboration with European Patients Academy on Therapeutic 
Innovation (EUPATI), which delivered sessions on the EU HTA 
Regulation; on 30 June, ED Board Members Ingrid Krücken, 

Strengthening Collaboration Across Europe
Throughout 2025, Europa Donna actively engaged in numerous European-level stakeholder conferences, policy 
forums, and collaborative initiatives.
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Cristina Guerrero Paez and Dominika Kormanová also joined 
the HTA Ambassadors Workshop, gaining tools to strengthen 
patient involvement at the national level.

ECO Community 365 Roundtable

On 8 July, Marzia Zambon spoke at the ECO Community 365 
Roundtable: Addressing the Challenges of Women and Cancer. 
She highlighted the often-overlooked needs of people living 
with metastatic breast cancer, particularly the importance 
of protecting the right to remain in the workforce for those 
who wish and are able to continue working. Her intervention 
reinforced Europa Donna’s commitment to dignity, inclusion 
and equal opportunities for people living with cancer.

Vision Europe 2030

On 2–3 September, Board Member Ingrid Krücken represented 
Europa Donna at the Vision Europe 2030 Conference organised 
by the European Alliance for Personalised Medicine in Brussels. 
The meeting brought together policymakers, researchers, 
clinicians, patient advocates and industry representatives to 
discuss disruptive technologies, democratised trials and next-
generation treatment paradigms. Ingrid stressed the need 
for equal access to precision medicine, patient involvement in 
trials and evidence-based supportive care.

Balkan Forum for Breast Cancer Care

On 3–4 September, breast cancer advocates and organisations 
from across the Western Balkans gathered in Tirana for the 
Balkan Forum for Breast Cancer Care, organised within the 
framework of the Cross-Border Care project. Europa Donna 
CEO Marzia Zambon spoke on the importance of cross-border 
collaboration and a unified voice for equal access to breast 
cancer care. Other conference speakers included Europa 
Donna leaders Donjeta Zeqa of ED Albania; Tanja Spanic of 
ED Slovenia, who has been the Chair for the past 8 years; Sara 
Bojanić of ED Serbia; Vesna Ramljak and Biba Shrepfler of ED 
Croatia; and Emanuela Dodeva of ED North Macedonia. 

A major milestone of the forum was the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding by organisations across the 
region, marking an important step towards stronger regional 
cooperation.

ESMO 2025

The ESMO Congress 2025 was held in Berlin from 16 to 
19 October, attracting a record 37,000 participants from 
174 countries and territories. Europa Donna was strongly 
represented by President Stella Mastora, Vice President 
Fiorita Poulakaki, Treasurer Cristina Guerrero Paez, Board 
Members Dominika Kormanová and Violet Aroyo, and 

advocates Donjeta Zeqa and Sara Bojanić. The congress once 
again showed the importance of embedding patient advocacy 
into scientific exchange, with sessions addressing quality of 
life, AI, real-world evidence, fertility and diversity in cancer 
care.  The Patient Track Session on Fertility, co-organised and 
chaired by former ED President Tanja Spanic and past Chair 
of the ESMO Patient Advocates Working Group, featured 
presentations by Matteo Lambertini and Urska Kosir of Youth 
Cancer Europe and attracted unprecedented attendance 
from both healthcare professionals and patient advocates.

ABC8 Conference

The Advanced Breast Cancer Conference (ABC8) took place 
in Lisbon from 6 to 8 November and once again brought 
together clinicians, researchers and patient advocates to 
improve care and quality of life for people living with metastatic 
breast cancer. Europa Donna was represented by CEO Marzia 
Zambon, former President and ABC Global Board member 
Tanja Spanic, Board Members Ingrid Krücken and Violet 
Aroyo, and many other advocates from the network. A major 
milestone of the conference was the launch of the ABC Global 
Charter 2025–2035, setting out priorities and goals for the 
next decade of action in advanced breast cancer.
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Europa Donna Involvement in Research 

Europa Donna promotes the advancement of breast cancer 
research and seeks to ensure that all women fully understand 
any proposed treatment options, including entry into clinical 
trials and their right to a second opinion. As part of our 
commitment, we regularly take part in advisory and scientific 
research committees. In 2025, ED Representatives took part 
in numerous research projects. 

Europa Donna also sat on the BIG Scientific Committee and 
was active on BIG Steering Committees for the following 
projects:
 

MINDACT, comparing a genomic prognostic test with 
traditional clinical-pathological criteria for selecting 
candidates for adjuvant chemotherapy among women 
with breast cancer and 0 to 3 positive lymph nodes. It has 
found that using the gene signature, up to 46% of patients 
may be spared from unnecessary chemotherapy.

POSITIVE, evaluating the pregnancy outcomes and 
safety of interrupting endocrine therapy for up to 2 years 
in young women with oestrogen-receptor-positive breast 
cancer who wish to become pregnant. 

OLYMPIA, testing the efficacy and safety of olaparib 
tablets versus placebo as adjuvant treatment in patients 
with germline BRCA1/2 mutations, high-risk, HER2-
negative early breast cancer, who have completed 
definitive local treatment (e.g., surgery) and neoadjuvant 
or adjuvant chemotherapy. An analysis of results showed 
that this therapy reduced the risk of cancer recurrence by 
42% compared with placebo.

AURORA, using molecular screening to improve the 
understanding of MBC. This research programme is 
examining samples from matched primary and metastatic 
tumours. Initial findings reported in 2019 and in 2021 
identified molecular changes that are more common 
in metastatic samples. These findings could lead to the 
future development of new treatment strategies for 
patients with MBC. 

In addition, ED is an active partner representing the patient 
perspective on the following European Commission Horizon 
projects that have been funded and continued or started their 
work in 2025:

Europa Donna provides an important contribution to 
DEFINITIVE, a clinical trial that aims to demonstrate that 
making personalised treatment decisions in early-stage 
HER2-positive breast cancer using HER2DX® diagnostic assay 

improves the quality of life without affecting the outcome and 
survival rates, while also reducing healthcare costs. Within 
this effort, Europa Donna leads the Work Package dedicated 
to representing the patient perspective throughout all phases 
of the trial. This includes establishing a Patient Advisory Group 
to review patient-facing materials, identify unmet needs, and 
anticipate challenges that participants may encounter. These 
insights directly inform the development of training videos 
intended for patients, caregivers, and family members of 
patients recruited in the DEFINITIVE trial and, in the future, 
they will be disseminated to the wider public, helping people 
approach clinical studies in a more informed, confident, and 
supportive way.

Path-for-young, another important project in which Europa 
Donna is involved as a key consortium member, aims to 
answer a critical question: can some young, high-risk HR-
positive, HER2-negative breast cancer patients safely avoid 
chemotherapy and proceed directly to endocrine therapy? 
To explore this, the study uses advanced genomic testing 
to identify patients who may meet the criteria to forgo 
chemotherapy without compromising outcomes. Path-for-
young has involved Europa Donna from its inception, ensuring 
that the patient perspective is embedded even in the study’s 
design. Europa Donna contributed to the creation of the 
Patient and Healthcare Professional Stakeholder Co-Creation 
Board, an essential group that provides ongoing input by 
identifying patient needs, anticipating challenges, and helping 
integrate these insights into the trial. Together with EUPATI, 
Europa Donna also developed three digital training videos: 
one for patients and caregivers to support understanding of 
treatment and trial participation, one for the general public 
explaining the importance of patient involvement in clinical 
trials and the rights of patients involved in a trial, and one 
for healthcare professionals to encourage patient-centred 
communication and shared decision-making throughout the 
study. 

Other European Union Horizon projects we are involved in 
include:

Shaping Scientific Progress Through Patient Insight
Europa Donna actively contributes to research initiatives aimed at improving patient outcomes and ensuring 
that patient voices shape scientific progress.
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Ethics and Data Monitoring Committee for the MyPEBS 
(My Personal Breast Screening) Trial, a large, international, 
randomised study comparing personalised, risk-based 
breast cancer screening to standard age-based screening 
for women aged 40–70, aiming to determine if tailoring 
screening frequency is safer and more effective than 
traditional methods. 

External Advisory Board for CARDIOCARE, a 
multidisciplinary project using eHealth applications and 
individualised care plans in elderly patients with breast 
cancer and cardiovascular comorbidities with a view to 
identifying biomarkers and improving patients’ quality of 
life. 

External Advisory Board for the 4D PICTURE Project, 
which develops AI-based, patient-centred tools to help 
cancer patients make personalised treatment decisions. 

External Advisory Board for the CINDERELLA Project, 
which uses artificial intelligence (AI) to help breast cancer 
patients visualise and predict the aesthetic outcomes of 
surgical treatments before undergoing them. It provides 
personalised, interactive visual simulations via an app 
to enhance shared decision-making, boost quality of life, 
and improve patient satisfaction with their post-surgical 
body image. 

Advisory Board of IBeChange (addressing psychosocial 
and lifestyle risk factors to promote primary cancer 
prevention: an integrated platform to promote 
behavioural change), which uses wearables and an app 
to track and promote behavioural change, 

External Advisory Board for the IMPORTANT Project 
(IMPlementing geriatric assessment for dose Optimization 
of CDK 4/6-inhibitors in older bReasT cAncer patieNTs), 
which focuses on dose optimization of inhibitors in older 
breast cancer patients.

Furthermore, in 2025 ED continued to sit on the External 
Advisory Board for the IMI (Innovative Medicines Initiative) 
project OPTIMA (Optimal treatment for patients with solid 
tumours in Europe through Artificial Intelligence), a large 
clinical study aimed at determining whether specialised gene-
expression laboratory tests can safely identify which patients 
with early-stage, ER-positive, HER2-negative breast cancer 
actually need chemotherapy, and who can safely avoid it. 

Other trials Europa Donna took part in during the year included: 
the Eubreast Trial EUBREAST 11 (R) I-PREPARE (International 
Prospective REgistry on Pre-PectorAL REconstruction); this 
international prospective cohort study aims at comparatively 
evaluating data on different surgical techniques of pre-

pectoral breast reconstruction with or without radiation. ED 
representatives also sat on the Steering Committee of the 
EBCTCG Early Breast Cancer Trialists Collaborative Group, 
and ED was active on the Ethics Committee of the IBCSG 
International Breast Cancer Study Group. 

In addition to the projects highlighted above, Europa Donna 
actively supported other innovative initiatives, including: 
Lucerne Toolbox 3 Project, an international initiative 
identifying optimal uses for AI in early breast cancer care; 
MELIORA Project, which aims to empower women at risk, 
patients, and survivors through AI-driven personalised 
lifestyle interventions; the PRECEDENT (imProving REporting 
of loCoregional therapies in nEoaDjuvant brEast caNcer Trials) 
project with Europa Donna serving on the Steering Committee; 
and the EUROPA Trial, a multidisciplinary project dedicated to 
older adults affected by low-risk breast cancer, with Europa 
Donna on the Steering Committee.

As a continuation of the ongoing ECIBC initiative, Europa 
Donna sits on the Breast Working Group as well as a specific 
topic expert working group that aims to establish European 
Guidelines on the use of AI in screening and early detection; the 
goal of this initiative is to develop and implement standardised 
patient-oriented measures of healthcare performance. 
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EUROPA DONNA 2025 AT A GLANCE

During 2025 Europa Donna served on the following Research and Clinical Trial committees:

 �� DEFINITIVE - Patient Engagement Work Package Leader 
 �� Path-for-young - Patient Engagement Work Package/Task Leader
 �� BIG Scientific Committee 
 �� Trial Steering Committees: MINDACT, OLYMPIA, POSITIVE, AURORA, PRECEDENT, EUROPA, EUBREAST, Early Breast Cancer Trialists’ 
Collaborative Group  

 �� MyPEBS Ethics and Data Monitoring Committee 
 �� External/Advisory Boards: CARDIOCARE, 4D PICTURE, CINDERELLA, IBeChange, IMPORTANT, OPTIMA 
 �� IBCSG Ethics Committee 
 �� Lucerne Toolbox 3 Project 
 �� Meliora Project 

During 2025 EUROPA DONNA participated in the following organisational activities:

Policy

 �� Breast Health Day event and follow-up screening debate at the European Parliament 
 �� EU Health Policy Platform webinar on the Cancer Inequalities Registry 
 �� EU HTA Stakeholder Network meetings 
 �� European Patients’ Forum activities 
 �� Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan initiatives 
 �� Transforming Breast Cancer Together 
 �� ECIBC stakeholder participation 

EUROPA DONNA Conferences & Meetings

 �� Advocacy Training Course 
 �� 17th Pan-European Breast Cancer Conference 
 �� MBC Advocacy Webinar 
 �� Four virtual member roundtables 

External Meetings & Events

 �� St. Gallen International Breast Cancer Conference 
 �� ESTRO 2025 
 �� ESMO Breast Cancer Congress and ESMO 2025 
 �� ABC8 
 �� WECAN Retreat & Academy 
 �� 10th Annual World Cancer Series Europe 
 �� Balkan Forum for Breast Cancer Care 
 �� European Patients’ Forum AGM 
 �� ECO webinars, PAG and Community 365 roundtable 
 �� EUPATI HTA Ambassadors Workshop 
 �� Vision Europe 2030 
 �� Cannes Lions International Festival of Creativity 

Publications & Educational Resources

 �� EmpowerED: Breast Cancer Academy for Advocates online platform 
 �� 2024 Annual Report 
 �� Breast Health Day leaflet and video 
 �� Proceedings document from the 2025 Breast Health Day event at the European Parliament 
 �� Europa Donna General Brochure 
 �� Conference and webinar highlights publications 
 �� Eight electronic newsletters 
 �� Two Early Breast Cancer Advocates Speak Out videos
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FINANCIALS | Balance sheet as of 31 December 2025

Our annual financial statement has been prepared by an independent  
auditor and is posted on our website at www.europadonna.org

ASSETS

Net Fixed Assets  8.570 

 - Plant machinery and equipment  8.570 

 Current Assets  1.548.560 

 - Trade debtors  55.693 

 - Cash at bank and in hand  1.492.508  

 - Accrued Income  359 

TOTAL ASSETS €  1.557.129 

LIABILITIES

Reserve Fund  1.418.571 

 - Surplus or loss for the year 4.917 

 - Extraordinary Reserve  1.423.488 

 Creditors  23.404 

 - Amounts payable within one year  23.404 

  Accrued charges and deferred income  115.154 

 - Witholding taxes  22.815 

 - Accrued charges  31.989 

- Owed as Severance 60.351 

TOTAL LIABILITIES € 1.557.129

https://www.europadonna.org
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Our annual financial statement has been prepared by an independent  
auditor and is posted on our website at www.europadonna.org

FINANCIALS | Income and Expenditure Statement 2025

INCOME
Turnover  731.162 

 - Membership dues   15.235  

 - Grants and donations   695.532  

 - Meeting registrations  18.395

 - Reimbursements  2.000 

Financial Income  10.965 

Other financial income  10.965 

TOTAL INCOME €  742.127 

OPERATING CHARGES
Services & Office Expenses   63.731  

 - Administrative overhead  53.061 

 - Fees (audit, legal, insurance)  10.670 

 Salaries (employees & related costs)  305.184 

 Activity Expenses  325.048 

 - Publications, websites  4.763 

 - 17th Pan-European Conference  132.513  

 - Advocacy Training Course 2025           80.475   

 - Board Meetings 2025          7.792  

 - Breast Health Day  21.417

 - Digital Enhancement          42.230  

 - Board Meetings 2026        1.995  

 - ED MBC Campaign        851  

 - MBC Advocacy Webinar 2025        8.650  

 - Membership fees        2.589  

- Other meetings  11.061 

- Public Affairs Activities  10.712 

EU Funded Projects  37.558 

 - DEFINITIVE  37.447 

- Path-for-Young  111 

Depreciation & Write-Offs  3.709 

 - Office equipment  3.709 

Financial Charges  1.980 

 - Bank costs  1.550 

- Other financial costs  430 

Surplus/Loss of the Period  4.917 

-  Transfer to/from reserves  4.917    

TOTAL CHARGES €  742.127 

https://www.europadonna.org
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
ED wishes to acknowledge and express appreciation for the ongoing support of our Executive Board, our faculty members 
and scientific advisors for their generous contribution of time and effort on behalf of breast cancer advocacy. We would also 
like to commend our individual National Fora for their continuing commitment to our common advocacy goals, especially the 
implementation of the EU guidelines. The strength of our organisation emanates from our National Fora whose ongoing work 
and efforts are outstanding and become more impressive each year. 

On behalf of the entire ED breast cancer advocacy community, we would like to express our appreciation to all of our sponsors 
who have provided us with unrestricted grants and sponsorships to carry out our advocacy work on behalf of all of the women 
of Europe.

GRANTS FROM NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS

EU COMMISSION PROJECTS & OTHER FUNDING
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE DELAVAL FOR ITS GENEROUS DONATION AS A RESULT OF ITS FUNDRAISING 
CAMPAIGN

PREFERABLE has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 825677.

PATH-FOR-YOUNG has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 101156800.

SMARTCARE has received funding from the European 
Union’s EU4Health programme under grant agreement No 
101080048

Co-funded by the European Union

Funded by the European Union

IN ADDITION, EUROPA DONNA - THE EUROPEAN BREAST CANCER COALITION RECEIVED FUNDING IN 2025 FOR ITS 
ROLE IN THE FOLLOWING EUROPEAN UNION PROJECTS
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€80,000 and above

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

GRANTS FROM CORPORATIONS

€60,000 - €79,999

Under €40,000

€40,000 - €59,999

To safeguard the totally independent and autonomous voice of ED on breast cancer issues, we are guided by our Sponsorship 
Policy in all matters concerning financial support of our work
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TITLEEUROPA DONNA NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES  

Albania
Donjeta Zeqa

Armenia
Nvard Kocharyan

Austria 
Tanja Schneider

Belarus
Palina Soldak

Belgium 
An Laforce

Bulgaria
Miglena Micheva
	
Croatia 
Đana Atanasovska	
		
Cyprus 
Olga Papademou	

Czech Republic 
Marta Kostrová 
		
Denmark 	
Randi Krogsgaard

Estonia 
Maie Egipt 	

Finland
Anu Niemi

France 
Brigitte Heuls 

Georgia
Nino Kartvelishvili
	
Germany 
Christine Raab

Greece 
Antigoni Kretsi

Hungary 
Adriánné Szabó 
 
Iceland
Thelma Hólm Másdóttir 

Ireland 
Cynthia Cosme Cravo

Israel 
Orit Spira

Italy 
Rosanna D’Antona

Kazakhstan
Nagima Plokhikh

Kyrgyzstan
Taalaigul Sabyrbekova

Latvia
Gunita Berke 
		
Lithuania 
Irina Tuminiene

Luxembourg 
Mariette Fischbach

Malta
Gertrude Abela

Moldova
Larisa Sofroni		
	
Monaco 
TBC		

The Netherlands 
Ellen Verschuur 

North Macedonia
Emanuela Dodeva

Norway 
Camilla Skare 

Poland 
Dorota Czudowska

Portugal
Isilda Pegado 

Romania
Mihaela Geoană
		
Russia 
Oksana Moldovanova

Serbia 
Mirjana Brankovic-
Magic
		
Slovakia
Marketa Derdakova  
	
Slovenia 
Darja Molan

Spain 
CarmenBoronat 
Jiménez
		
Sweden 
Marit Jenset		
		
Switzerland 
Christina Christen

Tajikistan
Firuza Abdullaeva 

Turkey 
Sema Erdem
	
Ukraine 
Galina Maistruk

United Kingdom 
Ximena Montano

Uzbekistan
Shakhnoza Umarova

 

Contact information is available on the Europa Donna 
website at www.europadonna.org
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